“The best seat

in the house”
James 2:1-13



James 2:1-4

i. My brothers, as bellevers In our
glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t
show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man
comes Into your meeting wearing a
gold ring and fine clothes, and a
poor man In shabby clothes also
comes In. 3 If you show special
attention to the man wearing fine
clothes and say, “Here’s a good



seat for you,” but say to the poor
man, “You stand there” or “Sit on
the floor by my feet,” 4 have you
not discriminated among

yourselves and become Judges with
eVil thoughts?



Appearance

“Clothes make the man...”
Mark Twain

“Don’t jJudge a book
by It's cover”
Anonymous



Appearance

i Samuel i6:7

But the LORD sald to Samuel, “Do
not consider his appearance or his
helght, for | have rejected him. The
LORD does not look at the things
man looks at. Man looks at the
outward appearance, but the LORD
looks at the heart.”




Appearance

Ilsalah $3:2-3

2 He grew up before him like a
tender shoot, and like a root out
of dry ground. He had no beauty
or majesty to attract us to him,
nothing In his appearance that
we should desire him.



3 He was despised and rejected
by men, @a man of sorrows, and
famlillar with suffering. Like one
from whom men hide thelr
faces he was desplsed, and we
esteemed him not.



Appearance

John 7:24 Stop judging by mere
appearances, but Instead Judge
correctly.”

Matthew 7:20 Thus, by thelr
frult you will recognize them.




Wealth

James 2:5-7

5 Listen, my dear brothers and
sisters: Has not God chosen
those who are poor in the eyes
of the world to be rich in falth
and to Inherit the kingdom he
promised those who love him?
©® But you have dishonored the



poor. Is It not the rich who are
exploiting you? Are they not the
ones who are dragging you into
court? 7 Are they not the ones
who are blaspheming the noble
name of him to whom you
belong?



Wealth

Ecclesiastes 5:4.0-4.4

10 Whoever loves money never
has enough; whoever loves wealth
Is never satlsfled with thelr Income.
This too Is meaningless. 1. As
goods Increase, so do those who
consume them. And what benefit
are they to the owners except to
feast thelr eyes on them?




Wealth

Luke 18:24-25

24, Jesus looked at him and sald,
“How hard It Is for the rich to
enter the kingdom of God! 25
Indeed, It Is easler for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle
than for someone who [s rich to
enter the kingdom of God.”



Wealth

“The irony, as James reminds
us, is that the supposed winners
may have gained their
impressive lifestyle at our
expense. In addition the rich
find it difficult to identify with
the Lord Jesus, who came as a
humble servant. Are you easily



Impressed by status, wealth or
fame? Are you partial to the
“haves” while ignoring the “have
nots” ? This attitude is sinful.
God views all people as equals,
and if He favors anyone, it is the
poor and the powerless. We
should follow His example.”



The Christian Way
James 2:8-13

If you really keep the royal
law found In Scripture, “Love
your nelighbor as yourself,” you

convicted by the law as
lawbreakers. 10 For whoever



